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The Horror Of The Heart

When I was a child, I saw the horror movie, The Excorcist. I was utterly terrified and disturbed by it, for years. It gave me nightmares, but I thought none of it was real, so that comforted me, somewhat.

Then as time went on and I discovered that demons WERE a reality, I became disturbed all over again by the memories of that movie.

Then, as even more time went on, and I became a Christian, and learned about the healing power of Jesus, and how He sets us free from all kinds of evil and scary things, I found comfort again. The imagery in that movie, and all the other horror movies, didn't plague my memories any more.

Then, as even MORE time passed, I discovered a whole new type of horror - the reality of unconfessed and unrepentant sin, tucked away comfortably in the heart. The same heart of mine that loves Jesus and others and all the good things.

So what's the "horror" of unrepentant sin? It is a ticket to hell, without the cleansing blood of Christ. Hell, where all the imagary depicted in the horror films come from and portray, that some people think are entertaining to watch. Hell, where real demons torment real human souls. Those who haven't accepted the free gift of Jesus' blood that was shed for us, are in for a real-life horror movie if their own, for eternity.

Hollywood churns out these horror flicks, but we are deceived as we watch them. The scenes of gruesome torture and murder and everything else actually serve to undermine the reality of the very real evil that we face every day - the horror of our hearts.

We grow up exposed to what the media shows us as "evil", and so we go on, thinking nothing can ever be as wicked and horrible as THAT.

But our hearts harbour the very same evils every day, when we don't go to Jesus for cleansing. For example, His word says that if you hate your brother (fellow man), you commit murder in your heart. Murder is a sin. So is hatred. To be angry with someone, without cause, is also a sin. To look upon someone with lust is committing adultery in the heart. These are very real sins in our everyday life that, if left unchecked and not confessed, will take us to hell. Even for someone who calls themselves a "Christian".

Jesus died for all of our sins, past, present, and future. But we must apply that gift to our lives, and go to Him when we sin, ask forgiveness, and repent (turn from, stop doing). Then we get up, and go on. But we cannot abuse His grace. We cannot carry on sinning, thinking it's ok, simply because we believe in Him. The bible says that even the demons believe on Him, and tremble.

It comes down to not just believing in Him, but FOLLOWING Him. That means taking your walk with Him seriously, putting Him first, reading His word, and actually doing what it says.

The thought of unchecked and unrepentant sin in my own heart is horrifying. If I allow just one or two sinful habits to linger, thinking it's nothing, because I'm "saved"... I will be well on my way to hell. And THAT is horrifying.

Today's mainstream churches don't really preach or teach on hell, and if they do, it's a place where only the unbelievers, atheists, and all the others who've rejected Jesus go. That's what I thought too, for a very long time.

Hell is horrible, and it's real.

A prayer -

God help the horror of my heart. Please cleanse my heart, Lord, and renew my mind. May my most secret and hidden thoughts, motives, desires, and ideas be lined up with Your will. Please wash me clean in Your blood, Lord Jesus. Please cleanse me from all unrighteousness. May my walk with You be pleasing to you.

Thank You Jesus